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Moving towards sustainable development 
 

 The Rio+20 Summit ended on Friday, 22 June 2012 with the 

adoption, to loud applause, of the outcome document entitled "The Future We Want". 

Then, there were closing speeches by Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, UN Secretary-

General Ban Ki Moon, the President of the UN General Assembly, Nassir Abdulaziz Al-

Nasser and the Rio+20 Conference Secretary-General, Sha Zukang. They described the 

Conference as "historic" for implementing sustainable development. Brazilian President, 

Dilma Rousseff said that the outcome document was a landmark for sustainable 

development and was a historic step. She said it was a "starting point" and not a 

"threshold or ceiling" for implementing the path to sustainable development that had to 

be ambitious and should serve as a legacy for future generations. Ban Ki Moon said that 

Rio+20 has affirmed fundamental principles, renewed essential commitments, and given 

us new direction, naming a few other achievements. Sha Zukang said the outcome 

document should now be used to guide actions for the next 20 years. He listed the 

important outcomes as including sustainable development goals (SDGs), green economy, 

strengthening the integration of the different dimensions of sustainable development, 

setting up a high level political forum (on sustainable development), adoption of a 10-

Year Framework of Programmes on sustainable consumption and production (including 

a framework of programs about education and sustainable lifestyles), marine 

biodiversity, and strengthening social protection floors. This was followed by closing 

speeches by several delegations, some of which lodged reservations and interpretations. 

(Adapted from a report by Meena Raman) 

 

Partnership for Education and Research about 

Responsible Living 

www.perlprojects.org 

 

“We recognize that fundamental changes in the way societies consume and produce are 
indispensable for achieving global sustainable development” 

                                               The Heads of State and Government and high level representatives at Rio+20 §224 
 

 

http://www.perlprojects.org/
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Global Research Forum participants at Rio+20 U.N. Conference on Sustainable Development 

 

Rio+20 and PERL 

Over a dozen PERL partners participated in the Rio+20 conference, taking on diverse 

responsibilities. Ten PERL partners contributed to the Global Research Forum on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production which took place during the conference. PERL co-sponsored two 

side events (seminars) and had a large exhibition of the PERL activities.  More than 400 copies of 

PERL publications were distributed 

 

The outcome document of Rio+20 provides valuable support for continuing and expanding the 

work of education and research about responsible living. Some relevant quotes from the 

document are mentioned below: 

 

 “We therefore resolve to improve the capacity of our education systems to prepare people to 

pursue sustainable development, including through enhanced teacher training, the development 

of curricula around sustainability, the development of training programs that prepare students 

for careers in fields related to sustainability, and more effective use of information and 

communication technologies to enhance learning outcomes. We call for enhanced cooperation 

among schools, communities and authorities in efforts to promote access to quality education at 

all levels.” (section 230) 

 

“We encourage international educational exchanges and partnerships.” (section: 232) 

 

“We underscore the importance of supporting educational institutions, especially higher 

educational institutions in developing countries, to carry out research and innovation for 

sustainable development, including in the field of education, to develop quality and innovative 

programs.” (section 235) 

 

The Rio+20 U.N. Conference on Sustainable Development reconfirmed the urgent need to 

eradicate poverty and accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production 

patterns, but failed to reach agreement on a number of aspects of “the future we want” which 

were put forward. 

 

By focusing on the fact that people are at the center of sustainable development, governments 

agreed on the importance of continued multilateral dialogue and the strengthening of 

institutional governance for sustainable development. However, deep concern was expressed by 

many civil society networks and a few governments about the minimum commitments agreed 

upon in the Rio+20 outcome document. Central issues were absent from the declaration such as 

planetary boundaries, the fundamental commercialization of our everyday lives and the 

collective responsibilities that can ensure equity and social justice. 
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Education as a means of building capacity and transferring knowledge was mentioned in the 

document as an important tool for achieving sustainable development, though no reference was 

made to the pressing need for education which is holistic, value-based, interdisciplinary and 

practical. Technological advancement sponsored by corporate businesses was highlighted in the 

Rio+20 declaration as a major key to sustainable development. There was also consensus about 

developing new measurement tools and indicators of well-being and prosperity which can 

supplement the existing Gross National Product (GDP). For more information about the Rio+20 

conference kindly refer to the list of links at the end of the Newsletter. 

 

E.U. Erasmus Network application for PERL 2 (2012-2015) approved! 

 

The PERL2 application to the E.U. Directorate for Education and Culture, Lifelong Learning 

Program, Erasmus Network Program for a new three year period has been approved. The 

competition was high, the success rate for this year 31%. Details of the proposed activities of the 

period from 1st October 2012 – 1
st
 October 2015 were described in the previous PERL Newsletter 

and are available on the website. A summary of the workplan is enclosed with this Newsletter. 

 

The evaluation of the PERL2 application stated that: “(This is) a wholly relevant network 

proposal that builds on past network activities whilst confirming progression and continuity 

alongside a series of clear and targeted transfer, development, promotion and networking 

activities…A convincing programme of activities that is in line with policy priorities for 

sustainable development, responsible living and consumer education.”  

A New International Version of LOLA 

 

Looking for Likely Alternatives (LOLA) is an international pedagogical tool for teachers and 

students hosted by the Sustainable Everyday Project (http://sustainable-

everyday.net/lolaprocess/). LOLA was first launched in 2005 by the Consumer Citizenship 

Network (CCN). 

   

Between 2010 - 2012 under the Partnership for Education and Research about Responsible Living 

(PERL) (http://www.perlprojects.org/) LOLA was adapted for Ireland so that it could be used 

within the subject Civic Social and Political Education. This work was carried out by one of the 

PERL partners; CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit. 

An international version of the LOLA toolkit is now also available for all countries to adapt and 

implement as appropriate into their curriculum. 

The LOLA toolkit promotes active teaching and learning. The process requires that students 

engage in a series of steps to locate, critique and raise awareness of good local case studies about 

sustainable living and stewardship of the environment. Good sustainable living and stewardship 

case studies provide examples of how people can live in a way that meets present day needs, 

while caring for the environment and without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs. 

This toolkit offers specific support to achieve the following statements of learning: 

○ value what it means to be an active citizen, with rights and responsibilities in local and wider 

contexts 

○ learn how to think and act sustainably 

○ develop moral, ethical and responsible decision making and a sense of personal values 

http://www.perlprojects.org/
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“Global Wellbeing” 
IFHE Congress in Melbourne 

Over 750 participants from more than 50 countries around the International Federation of 
Home Economists’ world congress, which dealt with topics such as financial literacy and 
sustainable development; families and households; education and training; consumer issues; 
food and nutrition; and textiles and design. During the symposia, workshops and concurrent 
sessions, there were more than 400 oral and poster presentations from experts from all over 
the world who presented research and discussed strategies including best practice which 
addressed the Congress theme of “Global Wellbeing”. A new book “Creating Home Economics 
Futures: The Next 100 Years”, edited by Donna PENDERGAST, Kaija TURKKI and Sue 
McGREGOR was launched. Miriam O’Donoghue presented a cd containing the publications 
from the Active Learning Methodologies and LOLA PERL workgroups. 

 

Calendar 

 

Autumn 2012: Completion and submission of PERL (2009-2012) E.U. Final Report.  

 

11-14 September 2012: Environmental Learning, Agency and Social Change Conference, 

Grahamston, South Africa (EEASA) 

 

17-18 October 2012: Regional Conference: Education for Sustainable Living: Learning to Live 

Wisely; at Hedmark University College, Hamar, Norway. For details see www.perlprojects.org  

 

18-19 October 2012: PERL steering group meeting, Hamar, Norway (including meeting of PERL 

regional network coordinators) 

 

12-23 October 2012: World Resources Forum 2012: Resources and Green Economy, Bejing, 

China 

 

Links to reflections on the processes and outcome of 

 the U.N. Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 

 

The Rio2012 Earth Summit final document is available online on the www.uncsd2012.org  

website.  

The U.N. CSD Organising Partner for the Major Group for Children and Youth created a video after the 
Rio+20 conference which is available at the following links: 
English: http://bit.ly/PSOjT5 (You Tube) 
 

Other reflections on the Rio+20 conference: 
Chasek/IISD  http://www.iisd.ca/uncsd/rio20/enb/ 
Pearce/Yale e360 

http://www.perlprojects.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.iisd.ca/uncsd/rio20/enb/
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 http://e360.yale.edu/feature/beyond_rios_disappointment_finding_a_path_to_the_future/2547/ 
Prideaux/MWN  http://wildmigration.org/newsletter.php?newsletter_select=29 
James et al./CAP  http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2012/06/rio_text.html 
Halle/IISD  http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2012/com_life_after_rio.pdf 
Montague/TBIJ  http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/2012/06/22/analysis-rio-20-epic-fail/ 
Dalkmann/WRI   http://insights.wri.org/news/2012/06/rio20-rear-view-whats-road-ahead-sustainable-
transportation 
Meynen et al./EJOLT  http://www.ejolt.org/section/blog/ 
Worth/Major Groups (video statement) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQbo9fPqZbs&feature=player_embedded 
Boyd/IISD http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/plugged-in/2012/06/25/its-called-an-un-sustainable-
development-conference-for-a-reason/ 
Leape/WWF http://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?205343/WWF-Rio20-closing-statement 
Greenpeace (press statement)  http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/press/releases/Greenpeace-
Press-Statement-Rio20-Earth-Summit-a-failure-of-epic-proportions/ 
Mittler/Greenpeace http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/beyond-rio20-lets-
mobilize-for-a-better-world/blog/41095/ 
Birdlife International http://www.birdlife.org/community/2012/06/reflections-rio-reaffirming-renewing-rhetoric-
anything-really-changed/ 
Lieberman/Pew (txt + video statement) http://www.pewenvironment.org/news-room/press-releases/some-
progress-at-rio-but-no-time-to-waste-85899400661 
Wagner/Linkages Update (IISD)  http://www.iisd.ca/linkages-update/191/ 
Sanwal/SD List (developing country perspective)  http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/blogs/rio20-
begining-global-transformation-and-new-multilateralism 
Norden (Nordic region)  http://www.norden.org/en/news-and-events/news/rio-20-big-step-forward-on-
sustainable-consumption-and-production 
Smith/RTCC  http://www.rtcc.org/rtcc/a-week-in-climate-change-five-things-we-learnt-4/ 
Watts & Ford/The Guardian  http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jun/23/rio-20-earth-summit-
document 
Romero & Broder/New York Times  http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jun/23/rio-20-earth-summit-
document 
Monbiot/The Guardian  http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jun/25/rio-governments-will-not-save-
planet 
Beinecke & Van Noppen/New York Times  http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/23/opinion/after-rio20-we-have-to-
solve-the-earths-problems.html 
Kothari/Tehelka  http://www.tehelka.com/story_main53.asp?filename=Op070712Ashish.asp 
Chen/China Daily  http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-06/29/content_15534416.htm 
Vidal/The Guardian  http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jun/27/rio20-
reasons-cheerful 
Chatterjee/CorpWatch  http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=15746 
Associated Press  http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2012/06/23/world/americas/ap-lt-brazil-rio20-
outcome.html 
IUCN   
http://www.iucn.org/news_homepage/events/iucn___rio___20/on_the_road_to_rio__bonn_2011/?10227/20-
years-on-civil-society-leads-in-Rio 
Griffin/Bloomberg  http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-06-26/rio-20-on-the-same-planet-but-not-the-same-
page.html 
Deen/Inter Press Service  http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/06/rio20-promised-green-economy-was-a-fake-say-
activists/ 
Marshall/Huffington Post http://www.huffingtonpost.com/katherine-marshall/rio-20-point-of-no-
return_b_1620596.html 
Boykoff & Osnes  http://www.insidethegreenhouse.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The PERL project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This material reflects the views only of the author, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

 

      

Project Coordinator: Victoria W. Thoresen, University College of Hedmark 

Postbox 400, 2418 Elverum, Norway 

Tel: +47 625 17636 or Fax: +47 625 17601  
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