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 Transformative Change 

is Needed 
This summer the U.N. System-Wide 
Task Team on advancing a Post-2015 
Development Agenda (established by 
the Secretary-General and comprising 
over 50 UN system entities and other 
international organizations) released 
its first report Realizing the Future We 

Want for All. The report insists that “business as usual… cannot be an option and 
transformative change is needed.” As the challenges are highly interdependent, a new, 
more holistic approach is needed to address them. The report thus recommends: 

 A vision for the future that rests on the core values of human rights, equality and 
sustainability.  

 An agenda format based on concrete end goals and targets, one of the key strengths of the 
MDG framework should be retained, but reorganized along four key dimensions of a more 
holistic approach: (1) inclusive social development; (2) inclusive economic development; (3) 
environmental sustainability; and (4) peace and security.1 

The report will be an important reference document for UN Secretary-General’s High-Level 
Panel on post-MDGs – co-chaired by President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia; 
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf; and UK Prime Minister David Cameron –to begin its 
work after Rio+20. The Panel is expected to submit a final report in April 2013, which in turn 
should help inform a subsequent Secretary-General’s report on a post-2015 development 
framework. The UN System Task Team will continue to provide background thinking and 
information to this Panel. In parallel, the UN Development Group (UNDG) is coordinating 
the following complementary initiatives:  

                                                 
1 http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?article3992 

 

Partnership for Education and Research about 
Responsible Living 

www.perlprojects.org 

“Change is hard because people overestimate the value of what they have—and underestimate 
the value of what they may gain by giving that up”. 

                                                                                                         James Belasco and Ralph Stayer (1994) 

      
 

 

http://www.perlprojects.org/


2 
 

• 50+ multi-stakeholder national consultations led by UN Resident Coordinators, taking 
place between May 2012 and January 2013; 
 
• Global thematic consultations with academia, media, private sector, employers and trade 
unions, civil society and decision makers, taking place between May 2012 and January 2013 
on a range of issues that will include: inequalities, health, education, growth and 
employment, environmental sustainability, food security and nutrition, governance at all 
levels, conflict and fragility, and population dynamics. For all consultations the UN has 
identified the follow ‘crosscutting themes’: gender, human rights, young people, 
inequalities and the (global) partnerships necessary to make progress. 
 
• Possible regional consultations organized by the regional commissions but likely to be 
included within the thematic consultation process. 
 
• An online global conversation to solicit citizen input and support national, 
regional and thematic consultations. These will complement an outreach 
and communications strategy under a joint UN-Civil Society Post-2015 
Strategic Outreach Planning Group, which will include coordination and 
support for mobilizing grassroots and citizens’ perspectives to be included 
in the “global conversation” called for by the U.N. Secretary-General. (ref. 
the ‘World We Want’ campaign developed by GCAP, CIVICUS and Beyond 
2015).         
  
 

New Toolkit - Resource Usage: Time as a Resource 
 

                                   
 
 
Following the publication of a series of three “Images and Objects Active 
Methodology Toolkits”, PERL is delighted to announce the publication of a 
fourth Toolkit on “Resource Usage: Time as a Resource”. The toolkit 
focuses on supporting teachers to use a range of active teaching and 
learning approaches and strategies to explore the themes of: Time and 
Travel, Time and Food, Time and Choices, Time and Fashion and Time and 
Technology. The toolkit takes a holistic approach to the use of resources 
for future responsible living and supports learning how to anticipate the 
consequences of actions, envision a sustainable future and create the 
steps needed to achieve the vision. The activities and methodologies 
explore the relationship between environmental, economic, social and 
political resources in everyday life; time as a resource and the ability to think of the future; and 
critical analysis, planning and decision making in determining personal action.  
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Learning to Live Wisely! Education for Sustainable Living Conference 
 

The Norwegian ministry of children, equality and social inclusion, in 
cooperation with the Nordic-Estonian consumer education group and 
PERL (The Partnership for Education and Research about Responsible 
Living), are planning a conference and invite you to participate in this 
regional conference. The theme is  
 
“Learning to Live Wisely! Education for Sustainable Living”. 
 
The aim of the conference is to build teaching capacity and share best 
practices on how to teach sustainable living. Exchange learning 
materials on sustainable consumption and discuss how to integrate 
sustainable consumption in the curriculum.  

The conference will have a range of interesting presentations, discussions and workshops 
underlying the aim of the conference by focusing on topics, amongst others, such as; “From 
knowledge to action-What motivates the conscious consumer”; “Sustainable Development post 
Rio+20”; “Values, indicators and choice-making”; How to involve local communities in the learning 
process and how we can raise awareness about sustainable consumption in a fun and colourful way.  
If these topics tickle your interest you are more than welcome to join us. The conference will take 
place on the 17th-18th October 2012 at the Hedmark University College, Campus Hamar, Norway. 
There are limited spaces available, first come first serve. Please visit our website: 
www.perlprojects.org  in order to register and to read more about the conference. 
 
 

Materials sent to you created by CCN and PERL’s partners 

The current newsletter has been sent to you together with other materials that have been created 
by CCN and PERL’s partners. Our reason for doing this is that some of you have indicated in the past 
that you prefer hard copies of the learning materials. We are delighted to send you these envelopes 

and hope that you will enjoy using them. Once you 
have read through the materials we hope you will 
share them with colleagues and others you believe 
will find them useful. As you can see, many 
materials have been created by CCN and PERL 
partners throughout the past years. More 
materials will be created in the future and without 
your contribution to the network it would have 
been impossible to achieve the goals we set 
ourselves. Many of you have additionally gone 
beyond these goals and have taken the initiative to 
produce even more materials and translations. We 

thank you all for your hard work and input during the last years.   
 
 
 

PERL 2012-2015 

Moving from one project period to the next, the PERL partners have continued, for over a decade, 
to actively carry out research and development work related to responsible living. The new E.U. 
sponsored project period begins 1. October 2012 and goes until 30. September 2015. 

http://www.perlprojects.org/
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These coming months are important ones, 10 Year Framework of Programs, including one on 
Sustainable Lifestyles and Educators, will be initiated. The U.N. Decade for Education for Sustainable 
Development will end and follow up activities will begin. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) will 
be defined and new indicators for life quality and well-being will be identified. The PERL partnership 
can contribute to these and other relevant processes. 
To do so PERL has already set itself a number of tasks. Although our first collective working meeting 
is planned for February/March 2012 the workgroups should try as soon as possible to take contact 
with their members and start discussing strategies and timetables. Should you need contact 
information about another PERL partner, a masterlist is available on the PERL website, or from the 
PERL Core Unit. 

                            

                         New Translations 

We are also pleased to inform you of the newest additions to our translations. The toolkit “Personal 
Consumption and Climate Change” and “Financial Literacy, personal finance management” have 
been translated to Norwegian. Our partners in Greece are amongst those who took the initiative to 
translate LOLA to Greece as there was a high demand for them. We are thankful for their initiative 
and wish them all the best in distributing LOLA in schools around Greece.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                    Chemicals Campaign 

Governments from around the world, the  United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 

World Bank have formed a new coalition to combat harmful substances called short-lived climate 

pollutants (SLCPs) (http://www.unep.org/ccac). To help combat these harmful substances, the 

coalition, amongst other activities, is holding an international contest to raise awareness among 

children and young people (12-25). Categories are; Best slogan for the Climate and Clean Air 

Coalition; Best description – “What is a short-lived climate pollutant?”; Best social media proposal 

for messaging on short-lived climate pollutants, the Coalition’s work and for breaking news on 

issues related to SLCPs; and Best audio-visual product which communicates SLCP impacts and 

opportunities to address them.  

Please distribute this informaton to your partners and colleaugues to encourge entries.  Closing date 

for participation is 14. September and is possible through the following website: 

http://www.unep.org/ccac/Media/Globaloutreachandawarenesscontest/tabid/104236/Default.aspx. 

   

http://www.unep.org/ccac
http://www.unep.org/ccac/Media/Globaloutreachandawarenesscontest/tabid/104236/Default.aspx
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The PERL project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This material reflects the views only of the author, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

 

      

Project Coordinator: Victoria W. Thoresen, University College of Hedmark 

Postbox 400, 2418 Elverum, Norway 

Tel: +47 625 17636 or Fax: +47 625 17601 


